ROBESPIERRE
Brunswick upon the throne of France. Thus (Verg-
niaud charged by inference) Robespierre had tried to
get his opponents massacred.
"That's false!" cried Sargent.
"I congratulate myself on this denial, which proves
that Robespierre too might have been slandered",
replied Vergniaud. He looked at Robespierre, as if
expecting him to rise and confirm the denial. Robes-
pierre did not rise. Later, in his reply to Louvet, he
took up the charge and refuted the imputation, but did
not deny having made the accusation against some of
the Girondins—notably Brissot and Carra, Had the
charge any basis in fact and was he justified in making it?
Narbonne, who as Minister of War had been Brissot's
ally, had actually made such an offer to Brunswick.
Carra—the Gironde's most popular journalist—at one
time proposed the Duke of York, at another, Bruns-
wick, as Louis' successor. As late as the 25th of July of
that year he had lauded Brunswick in his paper as "the
greatest warrior and political figure of Europe. If he
reaches Paris I'll wager that his first act will be to come
to the Jacobins and don the red cap." Barere charges
in his memoirs that Brissot, before the Committee of
Twelve, likewise proposed the Duke of York for the
French throne. Condorcet, in May of that year, had
grown enthusiastic about Brunswick in his paper.
On the surface it would, therefore, appear that
Robespierre was justified. Brunswick was marching
upon Paris; his admirers within were making a bid for
the votes of the electors. Brunswick was the King's
ally; the Girondins had supported the King until the
very last moment. It is quite conceivable that the bour-
geoisie, which they represented, would have preferred
Brunswick to the Commune. Cloots charges that
Longwy surrendered not from fear of the Prussians,
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